


 
 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

To:   Mayor & Council  

City Council Representatives 
 Jim Martinez, CAO 
  
From: Patrick T. Abeln, Director of Aviation 
Date: March 18, 2004 
Re: Consent Agenda Item of March 23, 2003—Expansion Application to Foreign 

Trade Zone No. 68 

Item:  Resolution authorizing the Mayor of El Paso to submit an Expansion 
Application to the Foreign Trade Zones Board in Washington, DC 

This resolution requests approval for the Mayor to sign a resolution for an Expansion 
Application to the Foreign Trade Zones Board.  The Expansion Application requests 
that the Foreign Trade Zones Board expand the boundaries of Foreign Trade Zone 
No. 68  to include airport property as follows (see attached exhibit): 

• Air Cargo Building 3 & 4 and Butterfield Trail Industrial Park II containing 
474.848 acres (20,634.397 sq. ft.) more or less. 

In addition, the City through its Grantee management role request the removal of a 
property that violates the regulations of the Foreign Trade Zone Board as described 
below (see attached exhibit): 

• Barnett Addition being all of tract 4C and a portion of 4B, Block 51, Ysleta 
Grant, City of El Paso, El Paso County, TX containing 34.860 acres more or 
less. 

Background and Justification: 

The City of El Paso has over the last five (5) years invested in and constructed the 
borders largest and most modern Air Cargo Center and is in the process of relocating 
the FTZ & Customs office complex to this location.  This new facility will be a one 
stop customer service facility for importing and exporting and will be called the El 
Paso International Trade Processing Center. 
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This addition of the Air Cargo Complex and surrounding area to FTZ status is an 
additional and important element in building El Paso as the border’s leading trade 
center. 

EPIA is positioning itself for more industrial growth in particular with international 
trade services by expanding FTZ No. 68 and developing its industrial properties.  The 
City  is now in a position to market this area increasing industrial development geared 
toward the Butterfield Trail Air Cargo Complex and the surrounding airport 
development.  Also, new opportunities in the region for value added services 
combined with EPIA’s new International Trade Processing Center that will be 
located at the Cargo Complex will provide a major advantage for distribution and 
manufacturing operations that compete on a global scale with other regions to move 
their merchandise on a moments notice.  The long-term impact of this expansion can 
be expected to bring more jobs and benefits to the El Paso economy.   

Currently, FTZ No. 68 presently consists of 3,003 acres designated at 21 non-
contiguous sites through the east, northeast, and southeast industrial areas of the 
city.  FTZ No. 68 is one of the nation’s top five in volume general-purpose zones in 
the nation, and the largest FTZ along the US-Mexico border.  Its one-stop 
documentation office with US Customs personnel presence makes it one of the few 
zones that provide a major advantage for conducting FTZ business.  On an annual 
basis, over $2 billion in value of merchandise goes through FTZ No. 68.   

Recommendation: 

The Department of Aviation is recommending to Mayor and Council to authorize the 
signing of this expansion of FTZ No. 68 and has been reviewed by the City Attorney’s 
Office. 

   Cc:   Sylvia Firth, Assistant City Attorney 
       Jose Quinonez, Foreign-Trade Zone Manager 


















